Recovery of femoral head perfusion after drainage of septic joint.
A 64-year-old woman was febrile and had pain near the right hip. Blood cultures grew beta hemolytic streptococci. A bone scan showed reduced activity in the right femoral head and neck compared with the left femoral head and neck. She was treated with intravenous antibiotics and surgical decompression of a tense and bulging right hip joint. Five days later, a repeat bone scan revealed much of the femoral head activity to have returned. By day 20 after the initial bone image, there was intense activity throughout the femoral head and neck. Prompt relief of a distended hip joint can result in reperfusion of the femoral head and neck.